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associate myself with one of the many churches which aim to do
homage to his name. Why did I, like Ephraim, choose a life of
spiritual isolation ? In an earlier chapter of this book I have given
an adequate answer to that inquiry. I shall never again be an
unwelcome guest in any church.
There were, however, other and weightier reasons. Every
church with which I was acquainted claimed that the ethical
teachings of Jesus bore the stamp of finality; that they encompassed
all the goodness that was, or could exist, in the world. For man
there remained only the duty to accept and apply them. There
might be adaptations, even expansions, of the truths announced^
but there could be no substitutions nor renunciations. There
finality had been reached.
The question here is not whether my judgments on these im-
portant matters were sound, or otherwise. I am trying to write
a true record of my spiritual experiences; but it appeared to me
then, and it has remained as an unwavering conviction in my mind,
that the revelation of truth is progressive, and that man's appre-
ciation of the eternal values is continuously expanding. And I
consequently believed that the truths proclaimed by Jesus of
Nazareth should be accepted as foundations upon which newer
truths might be built. I believed, too, that Jesus was a man as
were the men around him, that he had arisen out of the dim past
as they themselves had arisen, and that like them, and like ourselves,
he had to tread the hard pathway of trial and disappointment; that
the gnawing sense of imperfection came to him as it comes to us,
and that with no other equipment than his own incomparable insight
and courage, except perhaps, here and there, a hint from the pro-
phets, he became the announcer of everlasting truths.
These appreciations provided a basis, which later study has not
destroyed, for the spiritual consolations of my life:
Hath man no second life?    Pitch Ms one high!
1 Sits there no judge in heaven, our sins to see?
More strictly y then, the inward judge obey !
Was Christ a man like us?    Ah I let us try
If we then too> can be such men as he! *
1 Matthew Arnold.

